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name, and at which he passed the winter. In the
spring of the following year he tried to continue his
route; but, provisions beginning to fail him, and
diseases having enfeebled his crew, he found himself
compelled to return to England. Two years after,
he made a second attempt; and in 1614 he pushed
on as far as the 82nd degree. He was so many times
in danger of perishing there, and he had so much
difficulty in retreating, that since that time neither
he nor any other has again dared to penetrate so far.

However, the English Merchants, in order to profit
by the voyages and discoveries of their fellow-
countrymen, have since then made a settlement at
Hudson’s bay, and have begun there a trade in furs,
with many northern Indians— who during the long
summer come, in their pirogues, on the rivers which
empty into that bay. At first, the English built
only a few houses, that they might pass the winter
in them and await the savages. They had much to
suffer, and many died there from scurvy. But, as
the furs that the savages bring to that bay are very
fine, and as the profits on them are great, the English
were not deterred by the inclemency of the weather
or the severity of the climate. The French of
Canada likewise undertook to settle there — claiming
that, as many of the neighboring lands are on the
same continent as new France, they had the right to
trade in them to the s5ist degree, and even farther
north.”

Misunderstandings very soon arose between the
two Nations; both built forts, in order that each
might be sheltered from the attacks of the other.
The frequent maladies and the continual dangers to
which people are exposed in this perilous navigation



